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E D I T O R I A L S

HAPPY NEW YEARI

Ere this issue of CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN
MEDICINE is placed in the mail the Christmas
season of 1927 will have come and gone; and we
trust, have left its joys and pleasures with each
of the members of the California, Nevada, and
Utah Medical Associations.
Your journal wishes to extend to each of its

readers the felicitations and best wishes for a
Happy New Year; and feels that at this season
it may extend this kindly feeling from every mem-
ber to all other members of our respective state
associations.

* * *

Some of us may have made distinct resolutions
in regard to our aspirations and conduct for the
-year 1928. But whether to ourselves or to others,
-we have put such thoughts of new resolves in
tangible expression, after all matters but little.

It may be taken for granted that during this
current year each of us desires to give to his
patients the best of service; that each of us hopes
to add to his knowledge and skill in the art and
practice of medicine so that at the end of the year
each of us will be an abler physician than at its
-beginning; and that in our professional life from
day to day each of us will not only be alert to his
responsibilities to his personal groups of patients,
but will let his vision, hands and heart also respond
-to the needs of organized medicine at large.

* * *

Organized medicine stands sponsor and pro-
.tects the legal and economic rights of each of us;

battles for the perpetuation and improvement of
-our standards of education and practice; makes
possible through the above a pleasanter and more
lucrative practice than would be otherwise pos-
sible; and obligates each and every one of us, no
matter what our professional position is or what
we ourselves think it to be, to return this support
of our personal interests by generous, reciprocal
support of the aims of organized medicine.
So again, to each and every one, on behalf of

CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN MEDICINE, a Happy
New Year, and likewise a successful one in both
the personal and collective practice in medicine.

TO THE NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS OF
COMPONENT COUNTY SOCIETIES-
SOME THOUGHTS AND SUGGES-

TIONS FOR THE YEAR 1928

Newly elected officers of component county
medical societies, the majority of whom were
elected in December, in most instances assumed
office on January 1.
Each colleague who has been thus elected should

appreciate that he has been the recipient of a dis-
tinct honor. With that honor tend-ered him by his
colleagues goes, however, a distinct obligation of
service to organized medicine.

For organized medicine is the expression of and
spokesman for the medical profession, and the
officers of the medical societies are the outward
symbols and executives of organized medicine.

* * *

The calling of the healing art has many interest-
'ing phases. The physician in his daily work con-
tacts largely with lay fellows, who in some one
or other measure are not in good health. The phy-
sician's ministrations, which aim to restore such
lay fellows to normal health and efficiency, make
his a calling of mercy and of altruistic endeavor.
But to do his work best for himself and his
patients he must have knowledge and skill as well
as kindly intent.
A doctor's relations to patients make his pro-

fession more than usually individualistic. So much
so that, in the routine of his daily responsibilities,
the physician often may have but slight oppor-
tunity to meet his professional brethren, and to
talk over and consult with them on matters hav-
ing an important relationship to himself or to the
welfare of his guild.
The necessities of his calling make the physi-

cian, therefore, particularly dependent upon those
whom he elects to office in his medical societies;
and upon whom he must largely rely to be on
guard to protect his own and his profession's
scientific, economic and ethical interests.
That is why every officer of a component county

medical society is under a heavy obligation to live
-up to the honor and implied service that has come
-to him in such official recognition. Members who
do not wish to return generous service for honor
generously conferred should not accept office in
medical organizations.

* * *

- The problems of organized medicine which con-
front the medical profession in this year 1928 are


